Styrene and styrene oxide induce SCEs and are metabolised in human lymphocyte cultures.
Both styrene and its presumed active metabolite styrene oxide show dose response as potent inducers of sister chromatid exchanges (SCEs) in human lymphocyte cultures. The SCE inducing and clastogenic capacity of styrene in lymphocytes in vitro can be explained by gas chromatographically measurable increase of styrene oxide in styrene treated cultures.